Township of Ocean
School District

Office of the Superintendent

May 5, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians:

I want to take a moment, during this Teacher Appreciation Week, to thank all of our educators for
their dedication, passion and spirit during this time of remote learning. Our staff members have done
an amazing job transitioning to remote learning and | am inspired by their work.

Yesterday, Governor Murphy announced that school buildings will remain closed for the remainder of
the 2019-2020 academic school year. As a result, remote learning will continue for that time. I can tell
you that this decision, while expected, was heartbreaking for all of us here in the district. Educators
did not go into this profession to work remotely. We miss the kids tremendously. We would have
wanted nothing more than to return to our buildings this school year.

Unfortunately, this return is not to be so all of us will continue to work together to provide the best
experience for the children moving forward. Our hearts go out to our OTHS seniors. We are feeling
your pain. Our administrators are working hard to try to provide you all with the end-of-year

experience that you deserve. More information will be forthcoming on all end-of-year celebrations.

Additionally, the district feels that we no longer need to utilize Friday, June 5, as a staff professional
day. As a result, I will be recommending that the Board of Education adopt a revision to the school
calendar designating June 5™ as a regular remote learning day. If adopted, the last day of school will
move to Monday, June 22.

Lastly, to our students, athletes, performers, and artists, we wish you were here. We wish we could
watch your brilliance. We wish we could laugh with you, celebrate with you, and if necessary, cry
with you. This situation does not represent a year lost, but an opportunity gained. It represents an
opportunity for us to never take anything for granted. It is not our distance apart that will define us; it
will be our support of each other that will hold us together.

Sincerely,

Jim Stefankiewicz, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
jstefankiewicz@oceanschools.org

Home of the Spartans!




Township of Ocean
School District

Office of the Superintendent

5 de mayo de 2020

Estimados padres / tutores:

Quiero tomarme un momento, durante esta semana de agradecimiento a los maestros, para agradecer a todos
nuestros educadores por su dedicacion, pasion y espiritu durante este tiempo de aprendizaje remoto. Los
miembros de nuestro personal han hecho un trabajo increible en la transicion al aprendizaje remoto y estoy
inspirado por su trabajo.

Ayer, el gobernador Murphy anunci6 que los edificios escolares permaneceran cerrados por el resto del afio
escolar académico 2019-2020. Como resultado, el aprendizaje remoto continuara durante ese tiempo. Puedo
decirles que esta decision, aunque se esperaba, fue desgarradora para todos nosotros aqui en el distrito. Los
educadores no se dedicaron a esta profesion para trabajar de forma remota. Echamos muchisimo de menos a los
nifios. No hubiéramos querido nada mas que regresar a nuestros edificios este afio escolar.

Desafortunadamente, este regreso no es para que todos nosotros continuemos trabajando juntos para
proporcionar la mejor experiencia para los nifios que avanzan. Nuestros corazones estan con nuestros mayores
de OTHS. Estamos sintiendo tu dolor. Nuestros administradores estan trabajando arduamente para intentar
brindarles a todos la experiencia de fin de afio que se merecen. Se enviard mas informacion sobre todas las
celebraciones de fin de afio.

Ademas, el distrito siente que ya no necesitamos utilizar el viernes 5 de junio como dia profesional del personal.
Como resultado, recomendaré que la Junta de Educacion adopte una revision del calendario escolar que designe
el 5 de junio como un dia regular de aprendizaje remoto. Si se adopta, el tltimo dia de clases pasara al lunes 22
de junio.

Por ultimo, a nuestros estudiantes, atletas, artistas y artistas, les deseamos que estén aqui. Ojala pudiéramos ver
tu brillantez. Deseamos poder reirnos contigo, celebrar contigo y, si es necesario, llorar contigo. Esta situacion
no representa un afio perdido, sino una oportunidad ganada. Representa una oportunidad para que nunca demos
nada por sentado. No es nuestra distancia de separacion lo que nos definira; Sera nuestro apoyo mutuo lo que
nos mantendra unidos.

Sinceramente,

Jim Stefankiewicz, Ed.D.
Superintendente de Escuelas
jstefankiewicz@oceanschools.org

Home of the Spartans!






